TX ]                        The Ministers.                        319

Justice, Dalbarade, a celebrated privateer captain during the
American War of Independence, and afterwards a Knight of
Saint Louis and a captain in the Royal Navy,1 Minister of the
Marine; Bouchotte, a colonel in the army, and formerly cap-
tain in the Esterhazy Hussars, Minister of War; Destournelles,
a Norman Protestant, who had been employed by the farmers-
general before 1789, Minister of Finance, Deforgues, Minister
of Foreign Affairs , and Par4 a former clerk of Danton's when
the great statesman was a lawyer in Paris, Minister of the
Interior.    It is worth noting, as showing the new spirit which
had come over the executive, that all these men remained in
office until the ministries were abolished in April, 1794, a
remarkable change after the chopping and changing which
had been the rule since 1789.   The dates when they came into
office may also be noted.    Gohier succeeded Garat in March,
1793; Dalbaiade and Bouchotte became ministers in April, on
the retirement of Monge and the arrest of Beurnonville by
Dumouriez;2 Destournelles and Deforgues took the places of
Claviere and Lebrun, when the latter were included in the
proscription  of   the   Girondins,3   and  Par^  was   appointed
Minister of the Interior instead of Garat on August 15, 1793,
when the latter was suspected of Girondin sympathies.    But
these   ministers  were   not   the   only assistants  whom   the
members of the Great Committee had to aid them in their
arduous labours ; many of the great administrators, on whom
Napoleon afterwards  depended, served  their apprenticeship
and learnt their work in the bureaux of the Great Committee.
Among these future  administrators  might  be  noted  Otto,
Colchen, Reinhard, and Miot de Melito in the department of
Foreign Affairs; Benezech, Pille, and Xavier Andouin in the
War Office,  where   General   d'Ar9on,  Inspector-General   of
Fortifications, and the ci-devant Comte de Montalembert, the
two most scientific soldiers in France, also assisted; Gaudin
and Mollien, the future financiers; Fain in the Ministry of

1 Histoire Maiitwie de la France, by Ldon Guerin, ed. 1863, vol. v.
pp. 415, 416.

2 Yol. li p. 230.                                     3 Vol. ii. p. 246.